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Friday 17th July 2020 
 

Re: The end of term letter from Ms Borrill 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Since January 2020, the word “unprecedented” has become one of the most overused words in the English 
language. 2020 has also introduced us to many more new words and phrases that have fallen in to 
everyday use in this “new normal” in which we are now living, such as social distancing and self-isolation. 
When I was appointed in 2019, never did I imagine that my first academic year as Headteacher at The 
Petchey Academy would be disrupted in quite such an extreme way and that we would end the year with 
so many students having missed so much essential time in school. 
 
Nevertheless, although it seems like a lifetime ago, prior to schools closing there were some moments of 
which I am extremely proud, in which our students and staff shone. Highlights for me include the 
extremely impressive haul of medals won by our students at the East London Table Tennis Championships 
in November; our Christmas production of Scrooge delighted fellow students and local primary school 
children; and we received a visit from the Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Hackney in January who 
congratulated us on the pioneering work being done at the academy as part of the Wellbeing & Mental 
Health in Schools project. Amongst so much disruption to both education and everyone’s personal lives 
this academic year, reminding ourselves of all the positive elements is absolutely fundamental at this time. 
We look forward to sharing further positive news with you over the summer when students receive their A 
Level and GCSE results this August. 
 
Myself, and all the staff, at the academy welcome the news that we will be able to open the academy to all 
students again from September. The government’s plan is that all children and young people, in all year 
groups, will return to school full time from the beginning of the autumn term. The reasons it has been 
deemed safe to do so are outlined below: 
 

 The prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has decreased since schools and colleges restricted their 
opening to most pupils in March 

 The NHS Test and Trace system is up and running  
 We understand more about the measures that need to be in place to create safer environments in 

schools.  
 The scientific evidence shows that coronavirus (COVID-19) presents a much lower risk to children 

than adults of becoming severely ill, and there is no evidence that children transmit the disease 
any more than adults. 

 
You can read the full government guidance here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-
providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-
to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term   
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Of course, there will still be risks while coronavirus (COVID-19) remains in the community, and we 
understand that some parents and carers may be feeling anxious about sending their children back to 
school, but please rest assured that we are undertaking a comprehensive risk assessment and working on a 
range of protective measures to ensure the safest possible environment for students and staff. Clearly 
school life will be slightly different when students return in September with social distancing and 
enhanced hygiene measures in place. Full details of all these safety measures will be sent out to you in due 
course to give you peace of mind and the opportunity to ask any questions you may have. 
 
It is vital that every student returns to school - for their educational progress, for their wellbeing, and for 
their wider development. Attendance will be mandatory for every student from the beginning of the 
new academic year. Shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1st August, subject to a 
continued decline in the rates of community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This means that any 
students on the shielded patient list can also return to school, as can those who have family members who 
are shielding. 
 
The wellbeing of our students is at the core of everything we do at the academy and we understand that 
students will be experiencing a wide range of different emotions as a result of the pandemic and the 
lockdown. The prospect of returning to school after such a long time at home may also cause feelings of 
heightened anxiety. The strong pastoral support systems that we have a reputation for at the academy will 
ensure that we can support every student upon their return to school through identifying where extra 
support with mental health, wellbeing or managing emotions is needed.  
 
With regards to the curriculum, whilst there may changes to some subjects - such as PE and music - to 
ensure they can be delivered as safely as possible, The Petchey Academy ethos is built around fostering a 
love of learning and stimulating curiosity therefore we will to continue to deliver a broad and varied 
curriculum for our students and no subjects will be excluded. 
 
Having missed out on so much face to face teaching time, students will be set Home Learning to be 
completed over the summer break to help to prepare them for next year. Home schooling has 
undoubtedly been challenging for many families, especially if parents and carers are also trying to juggle 
their own work and family commitments, however it is important that students continue to study over the 
summer break. Parents and carers can check the work that has been set by logging in to Show My 
Homework. 
 
The new term starts on Thursday 3rd September for students in years 7 and 13, years 8 - 11 will be 
staggered over subsequent days. Year 12 will start on Friday 11th September. We will send a 
separate email to notify you of the start dates for the new term by year group. Attendance is 
mandatory from the first day of term. 
 
 You can find all the dates for the academic year 2020-21 on our website here: 
https://www.petcheyacademy.org.uk/616/term-dates   
 
Please also ensure that your child has the correct school uniform from the first day, you can find full details 
of our uniform policy on our website here: https://www.petcheyacademy.org.uk/643/our-uniform   
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Having spent so much time out of uniform, students may need reminding about our expectations 
regarding personal presentation when they return.  
 
Please note the following important information regarding school uniform and academy rules: 

 Hair should be a natural colour and hairbands/clips must be plain black to tie back hair but not 
cover it. 

 One plain gold or silver stud in each lobe. No other studs permitted. 
 Eyebrows should have no shavings, markings or highlighting. 
 No false eyelashes. 
 No false nails or nail varnish - even natural colours. 
 Shoes must be plain black with no trimmings or embellishments or patent shoes. 

 
It goes without saying that there will be some changes to school life in September due to the safety 
measures we are putting in to place. There will also be changes to the structure of our learning and 
teaching provision and some new faces amongst the leadership team, details of which I will share with you 
ahead of the new academic year. But most importantly of all, we are really looking forward to seeing all of 
our students and staff again in September and trying to bring back some semblance of normality to 
everyone’s lives. 
 
Wishing you and your families a pleasant summer break. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Clare Borrill 
Headteacher, The Petchey Academy 
 
 
 


