
Mandarin Chinese Key Stage 3 Curriculum Summary- Long Term Planning 

Exam Board and specification: AQA GCSE Mandarin  

Expected Equipment:                   Blue/black pen, red pen, pencil, ruler, highlighter,   

Learning Resources:   Websites       Textbooks   Other Resources 

                                                              https://uk.language-gym.com     Jin Bu Chinese Series   

      https://quizlet.com/en-gb/content/aqa-gcse-mandarin-resources  Chinese Sentence Builders  

                                                                               www.duolingo.com 

Extra-Curricular/Enrichment:  East Asia Culture Club – Wednesday after school       

Year 7 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7  

Autumn 1 Where is China?  

Zhongguo zai nali？  

Be able to 

understand 

classroom 

instructions in class. 

Understand that 

there are different 

Chinese dialects, not 

just one 

Unlocking languages 

To learn and share 

reasons for the 

importance of 

learning languages;  

To recognise links 

between languages 

of the same linguistic 

families; 

To learn about some 

famous polyglots 

(including your own 

teacher!) 

How are you?  

Ni hao ma?  

Say hello in Chinese 

Know basic 

information about 

China 

Can you understand 

me?  

Mingbai le ma? 

Use classroom 

expressions; Pinyin & 

its use through 

greetings ; How 

Mandarin pronuciation 

system works    

How do you say 

qi in Chinese? 

Zhongwen 

zenme shuo?  

Say and 

recognise more 

complex sound 

combinations in 

Chinese; Say 

more difficult 

sounds in 

Chinese; Further 

understand what 

tones are 

How do you say 

5 in Chinese?  

中文五怎么说？ 

Understand that 

all Chinese 

characters fit 

inside a single 

box 

Be able to count 

to ten in 

Chinese 

What are Chinese 

characters 1?  

汉字是什么？  

Where old chinese 

characters came from; 

Link images with 

pictures; Link simple 

characters to create a 

new word; Understand 

how to combine a 

word by using simple 

characters 

Autumn 2 How do you write 

characters correctly? 

怎么写好汉字？ 

What is stroke 

order?; Know the 

standard way of 

writing characters; 

Radical Puzzles 

偏旁的妙处  

A box can be split 

into different 

sections; some 

characters have to be 

squashed to fit in a 

What are Chinese 

characters 2?  

汉字是什么？ 

Talk about different 

types of characters; 

Ways that characters 

fit inside a box; 

How are you? What is 

your name ?             

你好吗?  你叫什么？ 

Talk about yourself and 

others 

Understanding of 

subjects, verbs and 

How old are 

you?  

你几岁?  

Talking about 

your age                                                                           

What day is it 

today?                                      

今天几月几日？ 

Months and 

days 

Assessments 

https://uk.language-gym.com/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb/content/aqa-gcse-mandarin-resources
www.duolingo.com


Know the different 

strokes; Know that 

all characters fit in a  

box 

box; Understand the 

definition of a 

radical; understand; 

Understand a 'simple 

character'; 

Understand that 

radicals can indicate 

the meaning of 

characters                                             

Know how more 

complex characters 

are put together; 

Know that a 

character can be 

split into different 

sections; Know that 

putting two or more 

characters together 

can make a new 

character 

objects in sentences; 

Understand the basic 

word order in Chinese 

sentences; Knowing 

how to use question 

word "ma?" 

Be able to ask 

and answer 

dates 

Give opinions 

for the months 

that you like 

and dislike. 

Spring 1 Unlocking 

languages 

When is your 

birthday?                                          

你的生日是几月几日

？ 

Talk about birthdays; 

Be able to talk about 

months and dates; 

Further 

understanding of 

more complex 

Chinese characters 

How many people in 

your family?                                                                                                                          

你家有几口人？ 

Be able to talk about 

family members and 

how many family 

members you have 

Do like them?  

你喜欢他们吗? 

Understand how to use 

plural pronouns in 

Chinese; Be able to use 

more complex 

connectives, learn to 

write some more family 

members 

Do you have a 

dog ? 

你有狗吗？ 

Be able to use 

negatives with 没

有 

How many dogs 

do you have?                                                                                                                          

你有几只狗？ 

Talking about 

how many pets 

you have? ; 

Understand the 

function of 

measure word 

 

Spring 2 What are your 

Hobbies?                                                                     

你的爱好是什么？ 

Talk about hobbies 

Talk about things 

you like to do 

Why do you like to 

watch TV?  

你为什么喜欢看电

视？       

Be able to use 因为  

confidently 

Talk about more 

hobbies that you 

like/dislike 

When do you watch 

TV?                                  

你星期几看电视？ 

Say what time you 

do an activtiy; 

Understand the 

sentence order：

who + when + what. 

Can you swim?                   

你会游泳吗?                       

Talk about the sports 

that you and your 

family members 

like/dislike; Talk about 

the sports that you and 

your family members 

can/cannot do 

What time do 

you play 

basketball?  

你几点打篮球？ 

Telling the time 

What time are 

you going to 

play tennis?                                                               

你几点打网球？ 

Consolidation 

week  

 

 

Summer 1 What do you want 

to eat?                                                                                        

你要吃什么？ 

What do you want to 

drink?                                                                                  

你要喝什么？ 

What do you have 

for lunch? 

你午饭吃什么? 

What did you eat 

yesteday?   

你昨天吃了什么？ 

Understandmore 

complex past tense 

What do you eat 

each day?  

你每天吃什么和

喝什么？ 

What do you 

eat do during 

festivals?  

中国人过节做什

么？  

 



Be able to say what 

you want to eat in 

Chinese    

Be able to say what 

you want to drink in 

Chinese 

Talking about 

different kinds of 

food and drink. ; Be 

able to ordering 

food and drink at 

restaurant 

using ’了'; Be able to 

say what you have 

eaten and drank 

Be more 

confident using 

the future tense 

Consolidate and 

revise the past 

tense 

 

Be able to talk 

about Chinese 

festival 

activities; 

Be able to talk 

about festival 

food. 

Summer 2 What do you want 

to order?  

你想点什么菜？ 

Talking about what 

dish you want to 

order   

Talking about 

different kinds of 

food and drink   

 

What is Chinese?  

中文是什么？  

Overview of China 

and Chinese and 

extension of 

knowledge of China 

What are yours and 

your family's 

hobbies? 

你和你家人的爱好是

什么？ 

Recap of hobbies 

and family 

members: 

Be able to talk about 

family member's 

hobbies. 

What do you like to 

do?  

你喜欢做什么？ 

Be able to confidently 

write a 

paragraph/introduction 

about yourself; Be able 

to answer questions 

confidently in Chinese. 

Assessment 

feedback 

What do 

Chinese people 

eat for 

breakfast? 

中国人早饭吃什

么？ 

Begin to 

understand 

food culture in 

China and the 

different foods 

people eat in 

different 

cultures. 

What do Chinese 

people do and eat for 

Chinese New Year? 

中国人新年吃什么？ 

Further understand 

Chinese food culture 

 

Year 8 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7  

Autumn 1 Can you introduce 

yourself and your 

family? 

请介绍一下你自己， 

好吗? 

Revision of basic 

sentences for 

introducing yourself 

and your family. 

Where do you live?  

你住在哪儿？  

Talk about where 

you live?  

Talk about your 

town and the things 

you like/dislike 

doing in town 

Where is the 

cinema? 

电影院在哪儿？ 

Be able to ask where 

things are 

Be able to give 

directions and tell 

where things are 

Do you like cities? 

你喜欢城市吗？ 

Revision & 

Consolidation  

Skills milestone - 

speaking 

How do I get to the 

cinema? 

我怎么去电影院？  

Using key questions 

in Chinese '怎么' 

Be able to ask how 

to get to places 

Be able to give 

simple directions   

What do you do 

everyday?  

你每天做什么？  

Talk about what 

you do 

regularly, using 

correct time 

phrases 

Assessment 



Autumn 2 What do you want to 

do at the weekend? 

你周末想做什么？ 

Talk about what you 

do at the weekend 

Use time phrases in 

Chinese sentences 

correctly 

Talk about things 

that will happen in 

the future using 想 

Are you going to the 

sports center?  

你想去运动中心吗？ 

Justify opinions in 

Chinese 

Develop writing and 

speaking skills in 

Chinese to write and 

talk in more detail 

How are you going 

to the sports centre?  

你怎么去运动中心？ 

Talk about what 

transport you use to 

get around town 

What do you like to 

do in your town? 

在你住的地方你喜欢

做什么？ 

Revise all content 

about town 

What did you do 

last weekend?  

你上个周末去了哪

里？  

Talk about activities 

and events that 

have happened in 

the past and/or are 

completed 

Do you like your 

town?  

你住的地方好不

好？  

Revise all town 

vocabulary 

Be able to 

understand the 

use of x 不 x as a 

question. 

. Do you like your 

town?  

你喜欢你住的地方

吗?  

Revise all town 

vocabulary, 

consolidate and 

further bring 

together characters 

and pinyin 

Spring 1 Which country have  

you been to?  

你去过什么国家？ 

Learn how to talk 

about the countries 

you have been to. 

Saying what 

countries you have 

been do 

What's your 

nationality?  

你是哪国人？ 

Understand how 

countries are used in 

the words for 

language and 

nationalities 

What language do 

you speak?  

你会说什么语言？ 

Learn that there are 

words for both 

written and spoken 

language: 

Be able to say what 

langague I can speak 

and what langague I 

can't speak. 

How do you say 

Happy New Year? 

中文怎么说？   

Be able to talk about 

Chinese New Year； 

Be able to ask how to 

say things in Chinese. 

What season do you 

like? 

你喜欢什么季节？ 

Understand how 

different verbs are 

used for different 

weather  

Know the words for 

different kinds of 

weather 

Understand about 

Chinese New Year in 

China (single lesson 

+ academy wide 

activities. 

Assessment  

Spring 2 Do you like black 

jackets?  

你喜欢黑夹克吗？ 

Talk about the 

different clothes you 

take on holiday 

Know at least 3 

different clothing 

items and at least 6 

different colours 

What do you wear 

on holiday?  

你假期的时候喜欢穿

什么？  

Be able to talk about 

different clothing  

Talk about what you 

like wearing on 

holiday and why 

What colour trousers 

do you like to wear?  

你喜欢穿什么颜色的

裤子？ 

Be able to talk about 

the colours that 

students like and 

dislike 

In a Shop: "what do 

you want to buy?" 

在商店:"你想买什么？

“  

Be able to recognise a 

'what' question'  

Know how to use 

'what' questions 

correctly, and adapt 

to different topic 

Where do you want 

to go in the future?  

你明年假期想去哪里

?  

Understand that 

'xiang' can be used 

to talk about the 

future, as well as 

'would like' 

What's your 

favourite 

country?  

你最喜欢什么国

家？ 

Talk about 

students l' 

favourite 

country. 

 



Revision of 

essential 

knowledge from 

past term. 

Summer 1 Where is China?  

中国在哪里？ 

Talk about where 

China is in relation to 

other countries. 

Use prepositions to 

describe where 

China is in Chinese. 

Is China bigger than 

the UK?  

中国比英国大吗？ 

Talk about and 

compare different 

countries. 

What's the weather 

like in China? 

中国的天气怎么样？ 

Talk about the 

weather and seasons 

in different countries 

including China and 

the UK. 

What are schools like 

in China?  

中国的学校是怎样的

？ 

Know some of the 

differences between 

school in China and 

the UK, likes and 

dislikes about school 

in the UK and China 

Know 6 new words for 

school subjects 

What's the 

difference between 

Modern China and 

Ancient China? 

你喜欢现代中国还是

古代中国？ 

Look in more detail 

about the 

differetnces 

between Modern 

China and Ancient 

China 

Consolidate all 

vocabulary 

Who's your 

favourite 

celebrity?你最喜

欢哪个名人？ 

Research a 

Chinese 

celebrity  

Talk about the 

celebrity's age, 

where they live 

and their 

hobbies 

Creat an 

interview with a 

celebrity about 

where they have 

been to in 

China. 

.School Assessment 

Summer 2 Do you want to go 

to the Great Wall?  

你想去长城吗？ 

Understand mor 

eabout China's  

regions and 

provinces  

Learn the famous 

landmarks 

(sightseeing places) 

in China 

Have you been to 

Xi'an? 

你去过西安吗？ 

Learn about Ancient 

china, and how this 

has influened 

Chinese culture in 

modern times 

Talk about bike 

riding in Xi'an and 

the scenery around 

Xi'an 

Dragon boat festival 

What do you want to 

do in China?  

你想在中国做什么？ 

Talk about what you 

want to do in China; 

Talk about why you 

want to do it. 

Revise food items 

Have you heard of 

dragon boat festival?  

你听说过端午节吗？ 

Talk about the origin 

of the festival 

Learn vocabulary 

related to the festival 

Do you like China?  

你喜欢中国吗？  

Revision of all 

vocabulary, 

grammar, cultural 

content and 

knowledge from 

previous year, 

dependent on 

student needs and 

development 

What's the 

difference 

between 

Modern China 

and Ancient 

China? 

你喜欢现代中国

还是古代中国？ 

Look in more 

detail about the 

differetnces 

between 

Modern China 

Do you want to go 

to the Great Wall?  

你想去长城吗？ 

Understand mor 

eabout China's  

regions and 

provinces  

Learn the famous 

landmarks 

(sightseeing places) 

in China 



and Ancient 

China 

Consolidate all 

vocabulary 

 

Year 9 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7  

Autumn 1 How do you 

introduce your 

family? 

请介绍一下你的家

人，好吗？   

Talk about your 

family members 

names and ages 

Talk about what food 

they like 

What are your 

family's hobbies? 

你家人的爱好是什

么？   

Talk about your 

family members 

hobbies 

Talk about how often 

they do their hobbies 

What does your 

familly look like?  

你家人长什么样？ 

Talk about your 

family's appearance 

Be able to use more 

complex connectives 

What does your 

friend look like?  

说说你的一个朋

友，好吗？  

Be able to describe 

a friend's 

appearance 

How do you say 

qi in Chinese? 

Zhongwen 

zenme shuo?  

Say and 

recognise more 

complex sound 

combinations in 

Chinese; Say 

more difficult 

sounds in 

Chinese; Further 

understand what 

tones are 

When do you go 

to school every 

day?  

你每天几点上学

？  

Be able to talk 

about oneself 

and family 

member's daily 

routine 

When did you get 

home yesterday?  

你昨天几点回了家？ 

Be able to use past 

tense particle 了 to talk 

about a past 

eventcharacters 

Autumn 2 What job do I want 

to do in future?  

将来你想做什么工

作？ 为什么？ 

Be able to talk about 

jobs with future 

tense 

Be able to talk about 

reasons 

What job did he wish 

to do before?  

他以前想做什么工作

？  

Be able to talk about 

jobs in three tenses 

What's your dream?  

你的理想是什么？ 

Be able to talk about 

childhood dreams 

and current dreams 

What does your 

family hope you do 

in the future?  

你家人希望你将来

做什么？   

Be able to talk 

about parents' 

expectations and 

give reasons 

Do you want to 

do a part time 

job?  

你想做兼职吗？  

Be able to talk 

about parents' 

expectations and 

reasons 

Have you done 

any voluntary 

work before?  

你做过义工吗？  

Be able to talk 

about what 

voluntary or part 

time job one has 

done before and 

why one wants 

to do voluntary 

work or part-

time job 

Assessments 



Spring 1 What lesson do you 

have on Monday? 

你星期一有什么课？  

Be able to talk about 

what subjects one 

has each day. 

How often do you 

have Chinese 

lessons?  

你每周上几次中文课

？ 

Be able to talk about 

how frequent a 

lesson is and how 

long it is. 

Do you like your 

assembly hall?  

你喜欢你们的礼堂吗

？ 

Be able to talk about 

school facilities with 

opinion and reasons. 

Where is the 

assembly hall?  

礼堂在哪儿？  

Be able to talk 

about location of 

school places 

What's your 

school uniform 

like?  

说说你的校服，

好吗？  

Be able to 

describe school 

uniform 

Do you like your 

school? Why?  

你喜欢你的学校

吗？为什么？ 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2 What do you do after 

school?  

你放学以后做什么？ 

Talk about after 

school activities 

What do you do with 

mobile phone?  

你用手机做什么？  

Be able to talk about 

what one does with a 

mobile phone 

What is the 

advantage and 

disadvantage of 

using mobile phone?  

用手机有什么好处和

坏处？ 

Be able to talk about 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

using mobile phone 

What do you enjoy 

doing for leisure?  

你休息的时候喜欢

做什么？ 

What is your 

favourite 

website?  

你最喜欢什么网

站？  

Be able to talk 

about favourite 

website and give 

reasons 

Do you prefer 

using your 

mobile phone or 

using your 

computer? 

Why?  

你更喜欢用手机

还是用电脑？为

什么？ 

Be able to talk 

about 

preference and 

explain 

 

Summer 1 What kind of TV 

programme do you 

like?  

你喜欢看什么电视节

目？  

Be able to talk about 

different type of TV 

programmes 

What kind of books 

do you like?  

你喜欢看什么书？  

Be able to talk about 

different books and 

magazines 

How often do you 

watch TV every week

？ 

你每周看几次电视?  

Be able to talk about 

requency of activities 

What's the 

advantage and 

disadvantage of 

social media?  

社交媒体有什么好

处和坏处？ 

Be able to talk 

about advantages 

and disadvantages 

of social media 

Do you often use 

social media?  

你常常用社交媒

体吗？ 

Be able to talk 

about how often 

you use social 

media; 

Be able to talk 

about what you 

do or don't do on 

social media. 

What's your 

dream job? 

你理想的工作是

什么？ 

Revision for end 

of year 

assessment 

 



Summer 2 What's your favourite 

and your least 

favourite aspect of  

school?  

你最喜欢你的学校的

什么？最不喜欢什

么？ 

Revision for end of 

year assessment 

 

What do you think is 

the best way to 

relax? 

你觉得什么是最好的

放松方式？ 

Revision for end of 

year assessment 

Do you know any 

Chinese festivals?  

你知道什么中国的节

日吗？  

Be able to talk about 

different Chinese 

festivals and their 

related activities 

Have you had 

moon cake before?  

你吃过月饼吗？  

Be able to talk 

about past 

experience with 

Chinese festivals 

Do you prefer 

Christmas or 

Easter?  

你喜欢圣诞节还

是复活节 

Be able to talk 

about preference 

to festivals 

Assessment  

 

 


