
Religious Studies Key Stage 3 Curriculum Summary- Long Term Planning 

 

Expected Equipment:  Black pen, red pen, ruler 

Learning Resources:   

 

Websites  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-

stage/key-stage-3/subjects/religious-education 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zr3sv9q/revision/3 

 

 

   

    

Year 7 (2021/22) 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7  

Autumn 1 

Do all Abrahamic 

religions believe the 

same about God? 

What are the three 
Abrahamic faiths? 
What makes a 
religion 
monotheistic? 

Who was Abraham - 
what was the main 
meaning/importance 
of Abraham’s story? 
 

How did 
Abraham show 
faith and 
obedience? 
 

How has God 
revealed himself 
through these 
faiths? 
 

Who was the 
Messiah? 
What do 
Christians 
believe about 
Jesus? 
 

What do 
Muslims believe 
about Jesus? 

 

Who was Muhammad 
and why was he 
important in Islam? 

Autumn 2 What do Abrahamic 
religions believe 
about the nature of 
God? 
 

 

What is the 

difference between 

The Trinity and 

Tawhid? 

Assessment 

preparation/ 

revision 

Assessments Feedback  What is similar 

in Abrahamic 

faith’s 

practices? 

What is different in 

Abrahamic faith’s 

practices? 

Spring 1 

Do humans have 

freedom? 

What is freedom? What do Christians 

believe about free 

will? 

What do 

Muslims 

believe about 

free will? 

What is 

predestination? 

What is the link 

between 

responsibility 

and free will? 

What does a 

libertarian 

believe? 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/religious-education
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/subjects/religious-education
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zr3sv9q/revision/3


Spring 2 What does a 

compatibilist 

believe? 

What does a 

determinist believe? 

What factors 

reduce our free 

will? (science 

and religion) 

What factors 

reduce our free 

will? 

(psychology) 

Assessments Feedback  

Summer 1 

Do the 13 Jewish 

principles make the 

Mitzvot more relevant 

for the modern 

society? 

  

Who are the chosen 

people in Judaism? 

Who are the 

foremothers? 

Who is Moses 

and what is the 

Exodus? 

What are the 

origins of the 10 

commandments? 

What is the 

Mitzvot (Jewish 

laws)? 

Why is the 

Mitzvot 

important in 

modern 

society? 

 

Summer 2 What are the 13 

principles? 

 

Why are the 13 

principles important 

in modern society? 

End of Year Exams Feedback Extended 

writing 

Feedback 

 

Year 8 (2021/22) 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7  

Autumn 1 

Can Buddhist principles 

resolve suffering in the 

world? 

What is suffering? What is 

Buddhism? 

Who is 

Siddhatra 

Guatama? 

What are the 

Four Noble 

Truths? 

What is the 

eightfold path? 

What are the 

three poisons?  

What does life look like 

without suffering? 

Autumn 2 What is 

Enlightenment?  

What is 

contemporary 

society? 

How does 

modern society 

try to resolve 

suffering? 

What are the 

differences 

between 

Buddhism and 

British 

contemporary 

society? 

What are the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of 

the Buddhist 

principles? 

Extended 

writing 

Feedback  

Spring 1 

In a modern world do 

religious people need to 

go on pilgrimage? 

Why do people 

worship? 

What is 

pilgrimage? 

Why do 

Christians go on 

pilgrimage? 

Why do Muslims 

go on 

pilgrimage? 

What does 

worship look 

like in the 

modern world? 

Revision  



Spring 2 Assessments What are 

alternative ways 

of feeling part 

of a community?  

Is Christian 

pilgrimage still 

relevant? 

Is Islamic 

pilgrimage still 

relevant? 

Extended 

writing 

Feedback  

Summer 1 

How do non-religious 

people know how they 

should live their lives? 

What does atheist 

mean? 

How do beliefs 

differ between 

theism and 

atheism? 

(Origins of the 

universe) 

How do beliefs 

differ between 

theism and 

atheism? 

(Origins of 

people) 

How has 

atheism grown? 

What is 

humanism? 

How do 

sociologists 

understand the 

world? 

 

Summer 2 How do 

Psychologists 

understand the 

world? 

Revision End of Year Exams What are non-

religious 

approaches to 

equality? 

Extended 

writing 

Feedback 

 

Year 9 (2021/22) 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7  

Autumn 1 

Which philosophical 

argument best supports 

the existence of God? 

What is philosophy? 

 

How do 

philosophers 

come to 

conclusions? 

What is the 

Design Theory? 

Is the Design 

Theory good 

enough proof? 

What are 

miracles? 

What are the 

different types 

of miracles? 

Are miracles good 

enough proof? 

Autumn 2 Is the Design Theory 

or miracles better 

proof for God? 

Assessments Feedback What is evil? What is the 

Augustinian 

Theodicy? 

What is Hick’s 

theodicy? 

Which theodicy is the 

best explanation for 

evil? 

Spring 1 

What is the best way to 

make ethical decisions? 

Revision Assessments What is 

Utilitarianism? 

Is Utilitarianism 

the best way of 

making ethical 

decisions? 

What is Kantian 

ethics? 

Is Kantian the 

best way of 

making ethical 

decisions? 

 

Spring 2 What does Kant 

believe about the 

death penalty? 

What does 

Bentham believe 

about the death 

penalty? 

Is the death 

penalty ever 

acceptable? 

Revision Extended 

writing 

Feedback  



Summer 1 

How do we best apply 

ethical theory to issues 

in society? 

How special is life? How ethical is 

organ donation? 

Was the UK 

right to change 

to an opt out 

organ donation 

system? 

How ethical is 

IVF? 

Should everyone 

have access to 

IVF? 

Should women 

have the right to 

choose? 

 

Summer 2 Revision Revision End of Year Exams Feedback Debate 

preparation 

Debate lesson 

 

 

 

 


