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At The Petchey Academy Sixth Form our aim is to develop 
independent, competitive and accomplished learners, who are well prepared for 
success in whichever career pathway they decide to follow, and who contribute 
positively to the community of Dalston, Hackney and beyond.

We are committed to supporting all students to be fulfilled, happy and healthy, 
both in body and in mind. 

Students studying in our sixth form benefit from:

• A wide choice of A Level and BTEC courses to enable you to select the best fit for 
you and your future career ambitions.

• Superb teaching in small classes from staff who are passionate about their  
subjects.

• Outstanding support and pastoral care from staff that know you personally, 
plus daily tutor time to focus on personal development and mental health.

• High quality careers guidance to ensure that students are extremely well informed 
about all the opportunities open to them and how to achieve their goals.

• A wide range of opportunities and workshops to help you to stand out from the 
rest when you apply to university or a job.

• An extensive enrichment programme.
• Our Medical Enhanced programme is especially designed for students wishing 

to pursue a career in medicine, research, healthcare and related areas.
• FREE access to our Sports Club and exercise classes all year round.
• A friendly cafeteria serving, snacks, sandwiches, salads and a healthy lunch 

every day.



WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2021
Open Evening

FRIDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2022
Applications close

MONDAY 14TH AND TUESDAY 15TH MARCH 2022
Internal Interviews  for all those who applied only

 
MONDAY 21ST AND TUESDAY 22ND MARCH 2022

External Interviews 

JULY 2022 (DATE TO BE CONFIRMED)
 Taster Morning 

THURSDAY 18TH AUGUST 2022
GCSE Results Day and enrollment day

Sixth  Form  Key  DateS

When choosing your Sixth Form subjects, you should consider what 
you enjoy and what you are good at; the combination of subjects for 
your chosen degree or career; and whether your predicted grades meet 
the criteria for studying those subjects at post 16. The broad range of  
subjects we offer is designed to deliver a personalised programme 
of study, delivering excellent standards of learning and teaching. 

THE PETCHEY SIXTH FORM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 

• 4 A- levels:  Grade 7 and above in all subjects. 

• 3 A-levels:  8 x 5+ grades including English and Maths, with grade 6 in 
the subjects you wish to study unless stated otherwise

• Extended Diploma BTEC (equivalent to 3 A Levels):  6 or more 9-5 
grades including English and Maths

route to SucceSS 



ART
BIOLOGY

CHEMISTRY
COMPUTING

DT
ECONOMICS

ENGLISH LITERATURE
FURTHER MATHS

MATHS
CORE MATHS
GEOGRAPHY

HISTORY
PE

PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS
PHYSICS
POLITICS

PSYCHOLOGY
SOCIOLOGY

SPANISH
BTEC BUSINESS

BTEC HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
BTEC COMPUTING

BTEC SPORTS SCIENCE

THE PETCHEY ACADEMY SUBJECTS LIST
(subject to change)



Course overview

The A Level course is an exciting, challenging and thoroughly engaging course at The 
Petchey Academy. In the last two years, all students have achieved a C grade or higher – and 
continue to work to this high standard.

Year 12 breaks down Art and builds you up to be a confident, creative and expressive artist. 
The course weaves together a diverse range of skills from painting and printing, through 
to textiles and 3D sculpture – with an exhibition at the end of both AS and A Level courses.  
In Year 13, you will independently explore themes and topics that motivate, inspire and 
challenge you ensuring you are working to a high standard throughout the two-year course.

Students gain 5 hours of study time with different Art teachers, benefiting from their unique 
artistic expertise. Sketchbook work is required on a weekly basis and is estimated to take 
roughly 5 hours outside of lessons to complete – but you have access to the UG Art Room 
throughout the day, with access to the materials too.

An A Level in Art, Craft and Design provides the foundations of a creative career. Everything 
from advertising and game-design to film and television production all benefit from  
creative and imaginative minds. Many artists choose to pursue Art as a hobby and  
continue to make a considerable amount alongside their full-time occupation, while others  
constantly turn to their expressive side to demonstrate their own vision for a business. 
Illustrators and architects all require an Art A-Level.

Exam board:   Edexcel

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in a creative subject such as Art & 
Design, Textiles or Design & Technology.



Course overview

The study of Biology requires the construction of sound foundations through the study of 
several fundamental concepts. During the course you will develop an understanding of  
scientific methods and be aware of those scientific advances in technology that are relevant 
to the biological sciences. You will also gain experience in the laboratory where you will  
develop your skills to examine and identify tissues, proteins and other biological  
substances. In addition, you will be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
facts, principles and concepts from different areas of Biology and learn to make and use 
connection between them. A Level Biology also involves calculations, scientific drawing, 
data manipulation, analysis and interpretation which are skills that are important to many 
professions and careers.

Over the two years students study a variety of topics which are examined at the end of the 
course:

 Module 1 – Development of practical skills in biology
 Module 2 – Foundations in biology
 Module 3 – Exchange and transport
 Module 4 – Biodiversity, evolution and disease
 Module 5 – Communication, homeostasis and energy
 Module 6 – Genetics, evolution and ecosystems

Exam board:    OCR A

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in English, Maths and Triple  
or combined Science



CHEMISTRY
Course overview

This course promotes a meaningful understanding of concepts learnt at GCSE.  
Explanations of why chemical entities behave in such a way during chemical reactions. 
Moreover mathematical aspects of fundamental ideas are learnt at this level to understand 
how atoms and molecules influence the order of the universe and an explanation to how 
science works.

Over the two years students study a variety of topics which are examined at the end of 
the course. Students also have to complete three examinations of short and long questions 
along with twelve practical tasks.

A Level written assessments towards the GCE certification:

 Paper 1: Physical and Inorganic Chemistry             35%

 Paper 2: Physical and Organic Chemistry                35%

 Paper 3: All content and any Practical skill              30%

Each examination is 120 minutes.

Completion of twelve experimental and investigative activities are required that are not  
assessed, however required for the certification

Exam board:    AQA (7405)

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in English, Maths and Triple or  
combined Science



Course overview

A Level Computer Science is a full time linear course worth an A Level. The course will have 
a strong focus on programming building upon GCSE Computing concepts. An emphasis 
on the importance of computational and maths thinking as a discipline will be embedded 
throughout the course. 

This qualification consists of two examined components  Computer Systems (01) and  
Algorithms and Programming (02), externally assessed by OCR and one internally  
assessed and moderated non exam assessment component  Programming Project (03).  
The Programming Project will have a  greater emphasis on coding and programming with a 
simple assessment model and marking criteria.

Both examinations are of 2 hours and 30 minutes duration, each with a 40% weighting.  
The non-exam assessment component is weighted at 20%.

This qualification will be a stepping stone to careers in Software development, Game  
Design, and Cybersecurity.

Exam board:    OCR (H446)

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in English, Maths and  Computer  
Science



Course overview

This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives students the practical skills,  
theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed in a number of careers. Especially those 
in the creative industries. Students will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental 
and economic influences on design and technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put 
their learning into practice by producing prototypes of their choice. 

Students will gain a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, alongside the 
knowledge and skills sought by higher education and employers. 

Over the two year course, students will study a range of technical principles and  
design and make principles. 

There are 2 written exams worth a total of 50% of the overall grade and a non exam  
assessment worth the other 50%. 

 Paper 1: Technical Principles 120 marks 30% of A Level. (2 hours 30 minutes)

 Paper 2: Designing and making principles 80 marks 20% of A Level. (1 hour 30   
 minutes)

Non exam assessment: Practical application of technical principles, designing and making  
principles in the form of a digital design portfolio with photographic evidence of final  
prototype. 100 marks 50%

Exam board:    AQA (7552)

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in English, Maths, DT (or Art if DT not 
taken at GCSE) 



ECONOMICS

Course overview

This subject is a dynamic and contemporary option, designed to develop an appreciation of 
the way in which individuals, firms and governments apply the world’s resources to satisfy 
the planet’s insatiable desire for goods and services.

It is difficult to envisage a career that does not include at least an awareness of economics.  
This rich and stimulating subject embraces and stimulates discussion, leading to any  
participant questioning the priorities of society and how decisions are made. The subject is 
enriched by the diversity of challenges that the world presents to economic policy makers, 
notably the recent pandemic and Brexit and students are encouraged to develop rigorous 
powers of analysis and evaluation. As such many young people find the environment of this 
part of the department an exciting one.

Economics is an intellectually demanding subject that requires and develops a wide range 
of skills. A large number of our A level candidates go on to study economics or a related  
subject at university. A wide range of career paths are available not just in finance and business 
but also in the law, civil service, in UK and European public policy making, and in journalism.

Theme 1: Introduction to Markets and Market Failure
Theme 2: The UK Economy - performance and policies
Theme 3: Business Behaviour and the Labour Market
Theme 4: A Global Perspective

Exam board:    Edexcel A

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in English and Maths.



Course overview

The English Literature course, at The Petchey Academy, is exciting and challenges students  
to develop core and critical thinking skills and valuable knowledge. It is linear and a  
candidate will be expected to take all the components together at the end of the course in 
one examination session.

There are four components to the AQA English Literature course, two compulsory text-based 
closed-book examination papers which include unseen poetry and prose. Timed examination 
papers are supplemented by a Non Exam Assessment (NEA). The intention is to create a 
balance of set texts and to encourage both wide reading in preparation for the pursuit of 
individual teachers’ and pupils’ enthusiasm in the NEA. Assessment will cover at least six 
texts, covering poetry, prose and drama. They will include Shakespeare, and texts both  
before and after 1900.

The syllabus builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills typically gained by  
candidates taking Level 2 qualifications.

Coursework: NEA
Comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of which must have been written  
pre-1900
 
Examination: Paper 1 Love through the Ages

Examination: Paper 2 Texts in shared contexts
Option 2B: Modern times: literature from 1945 to the present day

English Literature is a skills based course and therefore opens the door to many exciting  
careers. The critical thinking, communication and analytical skills you will learn are  
transferable to careers from Accountancy to Law to Politics to PR and many more. With a 
qualification in English Literature, you can literally do anything!

Exam board:    AQA

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in English Literature and English Language.



Course overview

Further Mathematics is a second, separate, A Level taken in addition to A-level Mathematics. 
Students complete the full A-level in mathematics in year 12 and then study the A-level in 
Further Mathematics in year 13.

Further Maths is an A level which broadens and deepens the maths covered in A level 
Maths. It develops your mathematical ability and introduces you to new topics, such as  
matrices and complex numbers. It is an extremely well respected A-level that demonstrates  
exceptional mathematical ability.

Students choosing to study Further Mathematics should be confident and highly skilled 
mathematicians, who are ready to be challenged and explore more sophisticated  
mathematical concepts as 50% or more of your time at 6th form will be spent studying 
Mathematics.

Further Maths is assessed with 4 exams at the end of year 13:

Paper 1: Core Pure Mathematics 1 (1.5 hours - 75 marks)

Paper 2: Core Pure Mathematics 2 (1.5 hours - 75 marks)

Paper 3: Further Pure Mathematics 1 (1.5 hours - 75 marks)

Paper 4: An optional further mathematics paper (1.5 hours - 75 marks)

Exam board:    Edexcel

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English and a minimum grade 8 in Maths



Course overview

Mathematics A-level is a respected traditional A-level that is valued by all universities. It is 
an essential degree for entry to degrees in mathematics and the physical sciences, and adds 
breadth when combined with courses in the arts.

All students looking to study Mathematics at A-level should have a keen interest in maths, 
particularly algebra, and enjoy creative problem solving.

Mathematics Graduates have one of the lowest unemployment rates in the United Kingdom, 
with over a third entering the business or finance sector after graduating.

Maths is assessed with 3 exams at the end of year 13:

Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1 (2 hours - 100 marks)

Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2 (2 hours - 100 marks)

Paper 3: Statistics & Mechanics (1.5 hours - 100 marks)

Pure mathematics accounts for two-thirds of the content covered at A-level and encompasses  
the traditional areas of algebra, coordinate geometry, trigonometry and calculus.

Applied mathematics (Mechanics and Statistics) will cover topics such as: kinematics,  
dynamic and static forces and motion, variable acceleration, measures of average and 
spread, representations of data, probability, statistical distributions, regression and  
hypothesis testing.

Exam board:    Edexcel

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English and a minimum grade 7 in Maths



Course overview

The Core Maths qualification is the AQA Level 3 Certificate in Mathematical Studies (option 
2B) and is worth half an A-level, which means it can be studied in 1 or 2 years.

Core Maths is assessed by examination with two 90-minute calculator papers taken at the 
end of year 12 or year 13

Core Maths is a qualification for people who want to actually learn the mathematical  
techniques and processes that are really used in everyday life and work like:

• Understanding and working out taxes, pensions, student finance and inflation
• Understanding and using real interest rates such as APR (Annual Percentage Rate)  

and AER (Annual Equivalent Rate)
• Using cost-benefit analysis to make informed choices on important decisions
• Using critical path analysis to time-manage important projects and events
• Making reasonably accurate estimations and projections
• Critically analysing data and statistics from real-life news, facts and issues. 

What is the difference between Core Maths and A-level Maths?

• Core Maths is about the practical use of maths in everyday work, life and business  
whereas A-level Maths is about exploring the language and beauty of advanced maths 
for the love of it.

• Core Maths is entirely contextual and practical whereas A-level Maths is entirely algebraic  
or symbolic.

• If you like to keep asking ‘when am I going to use this maths in real life?’ then you should 
go for Core Maths instead of A-level Maths!

Exam board:    AQA

Entry Requirements:

6 GCSEs at grade 5 or above including Maths and English



GEOGRAPHY
Course overview

Our A Level Geography qualification develops students’ understanding of physical and human  
geography from a local through to a global scale. They develop practical fieldwork skills 
as they explore and think critically about the interactions between people and the  
environment and the issues arising.

Physical systems
Coasts and Earth’s life support systems 
(1 hour 30 minutes)

Human interactions
Changing spaces, making places and global connections
(1 hour 30 minutes)

Geographical debates
Climate change
Hazardous Earth
(2 hours 30 minutes)

Independent investigation 

Exam board:    OCR

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in English, Maths and Geography.

Students who have not taken Geography GCSE can still take this course as long as they 
achieve 5 or more GCSEs at grade 6 or above.



HISTORY

Course overview

The diverse and rich History curriculum at The Petchey Academy allows for A-level students  
to build on the skills and knowledge learnt at GCSE. These skills include the ability to  
understand different identities within society, to improve as effective and independent  
learners and to become critical and reflective thinkers. The course allows students to  
develop their understanding of historical concepts and skills, and to communicate their  
historical knowledge through arguing a case and reaching substantiated judgements. GCSE 
History provides students with a significant number of transferable skills which can be  
applied not only within further education but to a range of different career paths.  

The course consists of three examinations and one piece of assessed coursework. 

Paper 1: Britain transformed, 1918–97 (2 hours 15 minutes) 
Paper 2: The USA, c1920–55: boom, bust and recovery (1 hour 30 minutes) 
Paper 3: The British experience of warfare, c1790–1918 (2 hour 15 minutes)   

History A level is highly valued by Russell Group and Oxbridge universities. Typical careers 
which can follow studying history are as follows: banking and accountancy, television and 
radio broadcasting, journalism, publishing, management consultancy, law, retail, national 
and local government and the public services, particularly the civil service.

Exam board:    Edexcel 

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above including Maths with a minimum grade 6 in History  
and English Literature or Language



Course overview

This course looks at physical education from a theoretical perspective with some applied  
practical elements. It provides students with an informed scientific and human understanding  
of the key issues in physical education today. There are three main theory units:

• Physiological Factors Affecting Performance (90 marks 2 hour paper 30% of total A lev-
el).

• Psychological Factors Affecting Performance (60 marks 1 hour paper 20% of total A 
level).

• Socio-Cultural Issues (60 marks 1 hour paper 20% of total A level).

The physiology unit is the heaviest weight and therefore this course includes a substantial 
science element.Students will receive 5 lessons each week and be expected to supple-
ment their learning with independed study.

It is essential that you are also a competent practical performer. The non-examined  
assessment (NEA) contains:

• Performance or Coaching
• Evaluation and Analysis of Performance for Improvement (EAPI) (30% of total A level)

Learners will develop the transferable skills that are in demand by further education,  
higher education and employers in all sectors of industry. It will create confident, independent  
thinkers and effective decision makers who can operate effectively as individuals or as part 
of a team- all skills that will enable them to stand out and effectively promote themselves 
as they progress through life.

Exam board:    OCR

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above including Science GCSE



PHILOSOPHY 
AND ETHICS 

Course overview

This is a fascinating course that looks at questions such as: ‘Can we know that 
God exists?’ ‘Why is there evil and suffering?’ ‘Is it ever morally right to go to war?’  
‘Are abortions acceptable?’ The course gives students the opportunity to develop 
their philosophical thinking skills and put very famous arguments to the test. It is an 
excellent preparation for university, as we encourage learning through discussion, 
engagement with famous primary texts and independent research. 

Philosophy and Ethics students go on to higher education to study a wide range of 
courses including Religious Studies, Theology, Philosophy, Law, Sociology and the  
Social Sciences. Careers include legal and medical services, Journalism and publishing,  
education and social work, broadcast, film, video and media sector.

Exam board:    AQA 

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in English Language  
or Literature.



Course overview

Over the two years students study this course aims to develop interest in, and enthusiasm 
for physics. It fosters an appreciation of how society makes decisions about scientific issues 
and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society. The course 
develops a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of How Science 
Works; and develops essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of Physics 
and how they relate to each other.

An A level in Physics is viewed highly by universities as it trains its students in critical thinking  
and mathematical skills. Furthermore A level physics is considered a “hard” academic  
subject and will make applicants that possess a good grade more competitive when  
applying for university. Relevant degrees include: Physics, Engineering, Astronomy,  
Mathematics, any science degree, economics and computer science to name a few.

Exam board:    OCR A 

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above with a minimum grade 6 in English, Maths and Triple or  
combined Science



Course overview

In the first year of the course, you will consider important concepts such as democracy, 
power and influence.  You will learn how Parliament works, and why some are now calling 
for big changes to the system.

Topical questions tackled by our students include:

Why do we have an unelected House of Lords making laws on our behalf?
What sort of PM is Boris Johnson?
How has Keir Starmer changed the Labour party?
Are our elections fair?

In the second year, Students will study US government and politics, and see how it  
compares with that of the UK.

Students who study A-level Politics will learn and use a variety of transferable skills  
throughout the course. Government and Politics include collecting and analysing  
information and evaluating different political ideas and systems. Your written  
communication skills will develop greatly as will your ability to question information  
given to you.

A level Politics  is highly valued by Russell Group and Oxbridge universities. Typical careers 
which can follow studying history are as follows: banking and accountancy, television and 
radio broadcasting, publishing, management consultancy, law, retail, national and local 
government and the public services, particularly the civil service.

Exam board:    Edexcel 

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English and Maths with a minimum grade 6 in  
either  English Literature, Sociology, History or Geography



Course overview

Psychology is a very popular subject, at both key stages 4 and 5. This course covers a 
wide range of topics, including social, cognitive, learning theories, biological, clinical and  
criminological psychology. The breadth of this course allows students to gain a broad  
understanding of human behaviour,which can provide them with knowledge and skills 
needed when working with people. 

Students will learn how to analyse and evaluate psychological theories and approaches, 
as well as assessing the usefulness of psychological  research studies. In addition to this, 
students will learn how to conduct psychological statistical tests in order to work out the 
significance of research data in relation to the hypothesis. 

If they choose to continue into a psychology specific career pathway, they may choose from 
the following:

• Clinical psychologist
• Forensic psychologist
• Counselor
• Educational psychologist 
• Researcher 

Psychology can take students into a wide variety of alternative careers pathways, including:

• Law
• Medicine and healthcare
• Charity & non-profit
• Human resources 
• Public sector
• Advertising & Marketing 

Exam board:    Edexcel 

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English language, Maths and Science. 



SOCIOLOGY
Course overview

Sociology is the academic study of human behaviour. It seeks to explore the social  
behaviours and interactions that surround our everyday lives. Students cover a wide range 
of topics including Education, Families & Households, Crime & Deviance and Beliefs in  
Society. This is underpinned by key sociological theories which students are taught  
alongside the distinct topics. 

Through undertaking Sociology, students will develop greater knowledge, understand-
ing and awareness of the world in which they live. They will also develop their critical 
awareness of the social world and seek to challenge ‘taken for granted assumptions’  
within society. In addition to this, students will learn to evaluate sociological perspectives 
and analyse how social class, gender and ethnicity contribute to an individual’s life chances. 

Studying Sociology will prepare students for careers that centre around the 
challenges and demands that members of our society face. This leads to jobs in: 

• Education 
• Social Services 
• Criminal Justice 
• Welfare services 
• Charities 

Exam board:    AQA 

Entry Requirements:

8 GCSEs at grades 5 or above including English language, Maths and Science



Course overview

Spanish A-level builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE. With 
a focus on language, culture and society. It fosters a range of transferable skills including 
communication, critical thinking, research skills and creativity.

Students learn how Spanish-speaking society has been shaped socially and culturally and 
how it continues to change. In the first year, aspects of the social context are studied, to-
gether with aspects of the artistic life of Spanish-speaking countries. In the second-year 
students study aspects of the political landscape including the future of political life in the 
Hispanic world by focusing on young people and their political engagement.

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of themes relating to the  
culture and society of countries where Spanish is spoken, and their language skills. They 
will do this by using authentic spoken and written sources in Spanish and in-depth study 
of one book and one film.

Being a multidisciplinary subject, Spanish students can progress onto a wide range of  
university courses and into exciting future careers such as journalism, international  
relations, and tourism.

Students are examined as follows:

Paper 1: listening, reading, writing (100 marks)
Paper 2: writing (80 marks)
Paper 3: speaking (60 marks)

Exam board:    AQA 

Entry Requirements:

Minimum grade 5 at GCSE Spanish



Course overview
The BTEC National Extended Diploma in Business is the equivalent of 3 A Levels. The course 
explores all aspects of business and the issues that they face in real life. If you want to 
get under the bonnet of how real life businesses are run, then this is the course for you. 
The strength of this course is that it gives you a well rounded grasp of business and you 
will explore business organisations, finance, marketing, human resources, management,  
business strategy and many more. All learning is related to current business affairs and uses 
the world’s most successful businesses as a focal point. It is an up-to-date course that takes 
the digital era of business into account.

The BTEC National Extended Diploma in Business is an ideal platform for students  
looking to study business based courses at university. Our students either take broad  
university business courses or find a particular area they would like to specialise in, such 
as management, marketing, accounting or business administration. If university isn’t the  
pathway you want to take, this course can also propel you into work-based apprenticeships  
as there are many skills such as presentation skills, collaborative working and meeting  
deadlines that are priceless in that environment.

The course requires students to complete 13 units over the two years. BTEC Business will be 
examined through a combination of internally assessed assignments, externally assessed 
controlled assignments and a two hour written examination. There are seven mandatory 
units

Unit 1- Exploring Business 
Unit 2 - Developing a Marketing Plan
Unit 3 - Personal and Business Finance  
Unit 4 - Managing and Event  
Unit 5 - International Business     
Unit 6 - Principles of Management      
Unit 7 -  Business Decision Making  

Everybody will work in a business in their life, and the skills are transferable to any  
profession. Typical jobs for Business Studies graduates include:

Marketing, finance, accounting, events management, HR, production, business ethics and 
setting up your own business.

Exam board:    Edexcel 

Entry Requirements:

6 GCSEs at grades 5 or above including English & Maths.



Course overview

The BTEC Extended Diploma in Health & Social Care provides students with an excellent 
opportunity to develop a good knowledge base and practical care skills for professions 
within the health and social care sector. These professions offer challenge and reward; you 
will be able to make a difference to people’s lives.

The course is equivalent in size to three A Levels.  It is made up of 13 units of which 8 are 
Mandatory and 4 are external.  The Mandatory content makes up 72% and the external 
assessment 42% of the overall course.

Health and social care students’ progress onto a variety of university courses including: 
nursing, midwifery, primary teaching, social work, youth and community work, probation 
work, occupational therapy, as well as studying for degrees in health and social care, social 
policy, sociology and psychology.

Other students progress into the workplace as teaching assistants, care workers, nursery 
workers and youth workers.

Exam board:    Edexcel 

Entry Requirements:

6 GCSEs at grades 5 or above including English and Maths
or
Any BTEC Level 2 qualification at Merit level



Course overview
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Computing is a full time course worth the  
equivalent of 3 A-Levels that is designed to give you an advanced understanding of  
Computing that will prepare you for work, an apprenticeship or university. Over the two 
years you will cover 13 different units; each developing different skills, knowledge and  
understanding. These include Computer Systems; Business Applications of Social Media;  
Digital Graphics and Animation; Website Development; and Object Orientated  
Programming.

Learners will study seven mandatory units and take six optional units from the selection 
provided over the duration of the course. Each unit is examined separately and has their 
own weighting. Varying combinations of the grade/points achieved on each unit will  
contribute to an overall grade.

The seven mandatory units for the course are:

Unit 1: Principles of Computer Science
Unit 2: Fundamentals of Computer Systems  
Unit 3: Planning and Management of Computing Projects 
Unit 4: Software Design and Development Project 
Unit 7: IT Systems and Security 
Unit 8: Business Applications of Social Media 
Unit 9: The impact of Computing 

Your teacher will create an assignment brief for you to carry out set tasks and create  
evidence to work-related scenarios. Assignments can include research, projects,  
investigations, and practical work, and often link theory with practical exercises.

The final grade awarded for a qualification represents a summary of a learner’s performance 
across the qualification. BTEC Nationals are Level 3 qualifications and are awarded at the 
grade ranges shown in the table below.

Qualification  Available grade range
Extended Diploma: PPP to D*D*D*
Careers include: Programmer, mobile applications developer, Cybersecurity, and IT Project 
Manager

Exam board:    Pearson 

Entry Requirements:

6 GCSEs at grade 5 or above including English, Maths and Computer Science



Course overview

The Pearson BTEC National Extended Certificate in Sport is an Applied General  
qualification for post-16 learners who want to continue their education through applied 
learning and who aim to progress to higher education and ultimately to employment in 
the sport sector.

You will study four mandatory units which are exam based:
 
• Unit 1: Sport and Exercise Physiology 
• Unit 2: Functional Anatomy 
• Unit 3: Applied Sport and Exercise Psychology 
• Unit 13: Nutrition for Sport and Exercise Performance . 

Learners will also complete 9 units which are a mixture of theory and practical, which will 
be internally assessed.

You will be provided with the knowledge and practical skills required to work in or study at 
higher levels in the fields of Physiotherapy, Nutritionist, Sports Massage, Sports Medicine, 
Biomechanics, PE Teaching, Sports Development, Fitness Industry, Sport Infrastructure, 
Sports Law, Finance in Sport, Journalism, Coaching, Photography, Events Management 
and Sports Psychology.

Exam board:    Edexcel

Entry Requirements:

6 GCSEs at grade 5 or above including P.E, Science, English and Maths



The Petchey Academy

www.petcheyacademy.org.uk
Shacklewell Lane, London E8 2EY

0207 275 1500


