
 
 

The Petchey Academy 
Inspiring & supporting every child 

  Headteacher: Mr Omar Deria, BSc, MEd 

24th June 2022 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to update you on some of the changes that have taken place at The 
Petchey Academy since I took over as Headteacher. 
 
Rewards 
 
As you will be aware, in every lesson teacher’s now give merits to students and in every lesson, one 
student receives the prestigious golden ticket.  I have been really impressed with the number of merits 
students are receiving for excellent effort and conduct. This systematic acknowledgment of what 
students are doing well has transformed the school and students’ attitude to learning.   
 
For every golden ticket a student is awarded, they will be entered into a prize draw and be in with the 
chance to win both big and smaller prizes. We are all looking forward to this on the  
last week of term.  
 
Safety  
 
I am pleased to inform you that we have reviewed all safeguarding procedures at the school and 
improvements have been made to guarantee your child’s safety.  Unfortunately, we have had a small 
number of complaints from the community about students acting unsafely outside of school.  If your 
child is known to be involved in these incidents’ we will insist that a parent collects the child from school 
each day and that they cannot travel home alone.  Please talk to your child about our expectations that 
students go straight home and avoid congregating in large groups.  
 
Following this review of our safeguarding practices, we would like to inform you that if a child needs to 
leave the school site during the school day, we require a parent, carer or a suitable adult to collect their 
child from the school. If this is not possible the child will remain at school until an adult is able to attend.  
 
I know this may be different from what you are used to but it is imperative we can ensure students 
during school hours are in the care of the school or their parents at all times.  As it is a rare occurrence 
that a child will leave the school during the school day I am sure I can rely on your cooperation. 
 
Lessons  



 
Lessons at Petchey Academy have improved with all of our teachers putting into practice the techniques 
learned at recent ongoing training.  With input from colleagues at Community Schools Trust, teachers 
are receiving feedback on their classroom practice as well as improving the curriculum in time for 
September.  More information on this will follow in September as well as links for you to see what your 
child has been learning.  
 
Uniform 
 
Uniform has improved immensely at Petchey Academy with the vast majority of students attending 
school dressed professionally in full uniform.  Some students however are not adhering to the uniform 
code and therefore I need your help in ensuring your child attends school in the correct attire.  Please 
support with the following:  
 

1. Ensuring your child has no jewellery other than a small pair of ear studs and a watch should they 
wish to wear them. Any necklaces, rings, or bracelets will be confiscated and returned only to a 
parent the following week. Your child will also receive detention for uniform infringement.   

2. Please note facial piercings - other than one earring in each ear are not permitted. If your child 
has a nose piercing or other ear piercings they must be removed or covered up at home with a 
plaster.  From September plasters to cover piercings will not be permitted. Please ensure that 
your child does not get a piercing during the holidays that they will not be able to remove.  

3. Please do not allow your child to leave the house wearing a hoodie or a fashion top. These are 
not school uniform and should not be worn. They will be confiscated.  

4. All students should attend school in a blazer. If hot, they should remove any jumpers.  Blazers 
should only be removed at a teacher’s discretion.  

5. Students should not wear trousers that expose their underwear. Please ensure your child has a 
belt if their trousers are loose around the waist.  

 
All uniform infringements will receive 20-minute detention the next evening.  Persistent uniform 
infringements will result in sanctions being escalated according to our sanctions ladder ( available on 
our website). 
 
Lateness to school  
 
I am incredibly pleased to say that punctuality has improved over the last few weeks. When I arrived at 
the school over 20% of students were habitually late.  This has now decreased significantly. If your child 
is late they will receive detention of one hour on the same day and you will receive a text message to 
alert you. Please help your child attend school on time by ensuring that they set an alarm with time to 
spare, leave home allowing for traffic that may occur, and prepare their bag the evening before.  
 
 
Parent tour 
 
I would like to invite you to attend our school for a parent tour on Friday 1st July 2022 at 9:30am. Myself 
or one of my senior staff will show you around the school, visit some lessons and answer any questions 



you may have. Please let us know if you intend to come along by emailing my PA at 
lesley.samuel@petcheyacademy.org.uk 
 
End-of-term arrangements 
 
The last day of school is on Thursday 21st July 2022 lessons will finish at 12:40pm and children will 
be dismissed to go home. The canteen will be open for any child entitled to free school meals.  As a 
reward for all of their efforts, students are permitted to attend school in non-uniform.  If a student has 
PE, they should attend in sports clothes and trainers.  Please note that jewellery and other valuables are 
still not permitted and students should not wear any clothes that have large logos, are revealing or show 
their midriff or underwear. Heels are not permitted on health and safety grounds.   
 
If your child wishes to attend in their own clothes on this day, they should donate £1 at the gate. Their 
contributions will go to our chosen charity this year, which is Unicef.  
 
Catering 
Due to increases in wholesale food supplies impacting the Academy. From September 2022 the cost for 
lunch provision will increase from £2.30 to £2.40 per day.  
 
The lunch menus and further information regarding the Catering provision can be found on our website 
https://www.petcheyacademy.org.uk/642/catering-provision 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mr Deria 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


